A timeline of contributions to the EDI material on display at the Biology
Department of the University of Oxford, and associated commentary

April 2, 2026

Image

Date

Comment

21-04-2023

EDI board (below
Gender Unicorn info-
graphic). This was up
for approximately 5
weeks before removal,
then replaced on 29-
05-2023. It was later
replaced again (after a
second removal).

17-06-2023

EDI board (bottom cor-
ner). First "THOUGHT
OF THE DAY”




Image

Date

Comment

Suggestions

REHoVvE "PROGRESS ' FLAG
_EROMLUPSTAIRY._ (¢ TCHEM

22-06-2023

Addition to a sugges-
tions box. The sugges-
tion was ignored. (In-
deed, a second and even
larger progress flag was
later added in the same
room).




Date Comment

22-06-2023 | EDI board (bottom cor-
ner). TOTD #2

01-07-2023 | EDI board (bottom cor-
ner). TOTD #3




Image

Date

Comment

09-07-2023

EDI board (bottom cor-
ner). TOTD #4

17-07-2023

EDI board (bottom cor-
ner). TOTD #5




Image Date Comment
. binary people may also identify with this term.
san include
ts of bina . » . sy
itirely. : ] : ., .§
&m—w OF THE DAY
the imitation
Almost all absurdity of co?f:;;::ﬁls: grend
annos

of those whom We C samuel Johnson

e ——————T .
L O 21-07-2023 | EDI board (bottom cor-

e ner). TOTD #6
earn more, go to: ~ Women
v.transstudent.org/gender —~ e Men

D i (){he7 Gender(s)
gn by Landyn Pan and Anna Moore

The danger to society is not merely that it should believe wrong
things, though that is great enough; but that it should become
y credulous, and lose the habit of testing things and inquiring into
___f them; for then it must sink back into savagery.
William Kingdon Clifford
16-08-2023 | EDI board (below gen-

der unicorn). TOTD #7




Date Comment

25-08-2023 | EDI board (bottom cor-
ner). TOTD #8

02-09-2023 | EDI board (bottom cor-
ner). TOTD #9




Image Date Comment

09-10-2023 | EDI board (bottom cor-
ner). TOTD #10

5 Ways to be

an idelogue

Allies have the potential to bring about lasting change on an ;
individual and structural level within all aspects of our lives. Here
are 5 ways to possibly go about it:

1.Admit you don’t know everything - even if you are
marginalised yourself, there is always more we can L
about each other's experiences. And don't worry if
a mistake.

2.Listen to the lived experiences of people within thé
community you want to be an ally to.

3.Learn about the key issues that im
people today and familiarise yours
concepts and politics,

4. Act; ask your friends, famil

pact on marginaliseqd
elf with the language,

y members and Colleagues how :
0 them. It doesn't have to always

want to support -
experience,

22-10-2023 | EDI board (Ally infor-
QR T | .
mation).




Date Comment

22-10-2023 | EDI board (bottom cor-
ner). TOTD #11

08-11-2023 | EDI board (bottom cor-
ner). TOTD #12

21-11-2023 | Reception (Pronouns &
Inclusive Language info-
graphic) TOTD #13




Image Date Comment

The Party told yod'% reject the evidence of

Jour eyes and eors, Jt
essentiof 455/ Wﬂ!!ﬁlﬁﬁmﬁm

-

Orwell, 1924

23-11-2023 | EDI board (bottom cor-
ner).

Traaruorientatio Owards women. SoOme TToT
binary people may also identify with this term.

doesn't sit co! ith ‘man’ or ‘woman’
Non-binary identities are varied and can inclu
people who identify with some aspects of bina
identities, while others reject them entirely.

THOUGHT OF THE DAY

es have never thirsted after truth. They turn aside
rom evidence that is not to their taste, preferring to deify
error, if error seduce them. Whoever can supply them with
illusions is easily their master; whoever attempts to destroy
their illusions is always their victim.
Gustave Le Bon
0,
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| | 05-12-2023 | EDI board (bottom cor-
ner). TOTD #14




Image

] understood as the
ationalisation of neglect

Jennie Bristow

Date Comment
05-12-2023 | Reception (Pronouns &
Inclusive Language info-
graphic)
11-12-2023 | EDI board (bottom cor-

ner). TOTD #15

10




I Date Comment
mage

here’s no use trying,” she said. ‘One can’t befjeve
ngs.'

I daresay you haven't had much practice,’ said the Queen. '
was your age, I always did it for half-an-hour a day. Why,

sometimes I've believed as man ly as six impossible things befo
breakfast. There goes the shawl again!”

Lewis Carroll (T hrough the Looking Glass)

14-01-2024 | EDI board (bottom cor-
ner).

Swear allegiance to the flag
Whatever flag they offer
Never hint at what you really feel

Mike Rutherford (Silent Runner)

11-02-2024 | Progress flag (center).
First adornment of
progress flag. From a
song heard on Absolute
80s radio station.

11



Date Comment
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|
.

sds@it.c

11-02-2024 | EDI board (below each
flag). The Jabbawocky
by Lewis Carroll

12



charlatan power over you,

THOUGHT OF THE DAY

The ideal subject of totalitarian rule is not the convinced
Nazi or the convinced Communist, but people for whom
the distinction between fact and fiction (i.e., the reality of
experience) and the distinction between true and false
(i.e., the standards of thought) no longer exist.

Hannah Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism

THOUGHT OF THE DAY

Violence [does not] always and necessarily lunge
straight for your throat; more often than not it
demands of its subjects only that they pledge
allegiance to lies, that they participate in falsehood.

Date Comment
THOUGHT OF THE DAY
One of the saddest lessons of history is this: If we've
been bamboozled long enough, we tend to reject any
evidence of the bamboozle. We're no longer interested
in finding out the truth. The bamboozle has captured
us. It’s simply too painful to acknowledge, even to
ourselves, that we've been taken. Once you give a
you almost never get it back.
Carl Sagan
13-02-2024 | Progress flag (center).
TOTD #16
18-02-2024 | Progress flag (center).
TOTD #17
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn
[ S
19-02-2024 | Progress flag (center).

TOTD #18

13




Date Comment

THOUGHT OF THE DAY

And I think love is shown by telling the truth. The whole truth.
Sometimes, the brutal truth. Sure, you need to say it respectfully.
Sometimes, you need to say it gently. But unless you are prepqred
to say it how it is, you are misleading someone. Maybe even lying
to them. But this is the problem in the world today: people prefer

~ perception over reality. Sean Dyche |

24-02-2024 | Progress flag (center).
TOTD #19

)esign by Landyn Pan and Anna Moore

e — (] 1| c [ Gender(s)

THOUGHT OF THE DAY

network of informants saturated the population. Secrecy and
istrust permeated the people, so much so that any overt activity
as perceived as a provocation. How many denunciations there
were against one’s own close relatives! or against friends who
had fallen under the sword!

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn

_ —

27-02-2024 | EDI  board (below
Gender Unicorn in-

fographic). TOTD
#20

U ——— T/ CTT

Othe

1 and Anna Moore

—

THOUGHT OF THE DAY

Against stupidity the very gods themselves
contend in vain.

Friedrich Schiller

28-02-2024 | EDI  board (below
Gender Unicorn in-

fographic). TOTD
#21

14



Image

Date

Comment

From Biology HoD <hod@biology.ox.ac.uk> &

To biology-all@maillist.ox.ac.uk 01/03/2024, 13:29
<biology-all@maillist.ox.ac.uk> @

subject Unacceptable behaviour
Dear all,

We have been made aware that the Progress and
Pride flags in the ZRAB building have been
defaced. This is entirely unacceptable, and we
consider this hateful behaviour. We are currently
trying to identity the people/person that is
responsible, and disciplinary action will follow.

We pride ourselves on being an inclusive
Department that welcomes everyone, irrespective of
gender or sexuality, and we will not tolerate any
Incidence of hateful, harassing or intimidating
conduct.

Tim and Mark

01-03-2024

Signed by both Heads of
Department

Comment from the HoD (MR) at a Department weekly meeting

« Expression of “disappointment” and “surprise” that someone in this
community has been defacing pride flags, an act he finds “unacceptable”
and “unexpected” given the community’s values.

¢ He hopes the behavior stops but also suggest that if the individual has
underlying issues or a message, he/she should reach out to HR or the head
of EDI for support, balancing condemnation with a call for understanding.

08-03-2024

Announcement by HOD
(MR) at a Department
weekly meeting

15




THOUGHT OF THE DAY

Don't listen to the person who has the answers;
listen to the person who has the questions.

THOUGHT OF THE DAY

The first principle is not to fool yourself - and you
are the easiest person to fool

Inspect every piece of pseudoscience

} THOUGHT OF THE DAY
]
j and you will find a security blanket,

m——‘""‘

Date Comment
Albert Einstein
o W™ 11-03-2024 | Progress flag (center).
TOTD #22
Richard Feynman
17-03-2024 | Progress flag (center).
TOTD #23
Isaac Asimov
| 25-03-2024 | EDI board (below Trans

flag). TOTD #24

16




Image Date Comment
R T e

THOUGHT OF THE DAY

No simplicity of mind, no obscurity of
station, can escape the universal duty
of questioning all that we believe.

William Kingdon Clifford

v
5
B AR IR SO SRS

01-04-2024 | Progress flag (center).

TOTD #25
T THOUGHT OF THE DAY
Lazy people tend not to take chances, but express
themselves by tearing down other’s work.
Ann Rule
el
et 09-04-2024 | Progress flag (center).
TOTD #26

17



Image

Date

Comment

From Biclogy HoD <hod®@biology.ox.ac.uk> @

To biology-all@maillist.ox.ac.uk <biology-all@maillist.ox.ac.uk> & 10/04/2024, 10:45

Subject Defacing of E, D and I noticeboard and flags

Dear all,

We are sorry to report further instances of defacing of the E, D and | noticeboard and the
flags. This behaviour is frustrating and upsetting.

We want to do two things in this email. First, offer those responsible a confidential
meeting to try and understand their motives and to offer support. It may be possible that
those responsible do not realise how hurtful and harmiul their behaviour is. If you are
invalved and would like a completely confidential discussion, please do reach out by
coming to see Jorgelina Marino, our E, D and | lead, or one of the HoDs. We would
prefer to stop this unacceptable behaviour by working together and we appreciate that
those responsible may need help and support.

If our preferred option of confidential mediation does not work, we will need to find
another way to stop the behaviour. Given this, we have begun an investigation to identify
those responsible. Once we have identified those responsible, and assuming
confidential mediation has not begun, we will begin a formal investigation. The reason
for this is that defacing flags and notice boards is a form of harassment, a behaviour that
neither the department nor the university finds acceptable. The university has wide-
ranging powers to act against those who are found guilty of it, and we will follow
university policy and procedures. In extreme cases, the university can decide to
discontinue students from their course of study or terminate the employment of staff, with
lesser punishments including removing responsibilities and formal wamings.

We try to foster a diverse, accepting, and supportive culture in the department. We want
a create an environment where a diverse range of views can be expressed and
discussed respectfully. We don't expect everyone to agree with one another on all
aspects of society, or science, but we do require that people respect other people’s
views and do not harass those that they disagree with. We very much hope we can
resolve this issue without recourse to a formal investigation and do hope that those
responsible seek a confidential consultation.

With best wishes,

Tim Coulson, Mark Fricker and Theresa Burt

09-04-2024

\
THOUGHT OF THE DAY

The university should differ from broader society in at least
one important aspect, however. In the court of P”b,"c -
opinion, one may suffer unduly from speaking ones ming.
But in an academic environment, the opposite should be

the case

Lawrence Krauss, 2024

30-04-2024

Miscellaneous
board (top
TOTD #27

notice
corner).

18




Image

Date

Comment

19-05-2024

EDI board (bottom cor-
ner) TOTD #28

24-05-2024

EDI board (bottom cor-
ner). TOTD #29

28-05-2024

EDI board (bottom cor-
ner). TOTD #30

19




Image

time or the le
more accepted in the \West than in any recent times

existence is questioned and threatened daily.

© 1999 aims to be U
~ presence here serve asaho

This 3-coloured flag created by

Y v

Date

Comment

WWW. udent.org/gender

rom Mexican muxes, Arabian khaniths, Indonesian waria or even roman

Elagabalus! There are numerous examples of trans existence in
ts regardless of the gender constructs of their

vel of acceptance of their societies. Today transrealities are .
but still their mere

American trans woman Monica Helms in

sed as a proud banner for transgender people. May its
mage to the beauty, dynamism and power of

trans people, as @ message of hope anda reminder that trans joy is real.

Monica Helms also authored short stories with sexual
themes, including forced ferninization and age regression.
One story is about an adult man marrying a young girl who
doesn't age. There's a reason the flag is baby colors.

A

02-06-2024

EDI board (below Trans
flag legend). After
this was removed it was
reprinted and re-affixed
using double-sided tape

to blank paper below the:
legend. The latter was

20

removed using scissors




B

THOUGHT OF
A great deal of intelligence can
be invested in ignorance when

the need for illusion is deep
Saul Bellow

moiﬁf OF THE DAY
The fox has many tricks. The hedgehog has
but one. But that is the best of all.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

THOUGHT OF THE DAY

The important thing is not to stop
questioning. Curiosity has its own
reason for existing.

Albert Einstein

....................

Date Comment
11-06-2024 | EDI board (bottom cor-
ner). TOTD #31
13-06-2024 | Progress flag (center).
Miscellaneous  notice
board (top corner).
TOTD #32
16-06-2024 | Progress flag (center).

TOTD #33

21




Image

- THOUGHT OF THE DAY
~ The lips of the wise are as the doors of a
 cabinet; no sooner are they opened, but
treasures are poured out before thee.

Akhenaton

Date

Comment

18-06-2024

EDI cabinet (lower cor-
ner). The EDI magnet
board was moved into
a locked display cabinet
on this day. TOTD #34

22




Image Date Comment
| & Reply” B Reply List| v || ® Forward || ¥ Archive” @ junk” jm) Delete” More V| o
& Biology HoD
hod®@biology.ox.ac.uk
To biology-all@maillist.ox.ac.uk <biology-all@maillist.ox.ac.uk> @ 19/06/2024, 15:34
Unacceptable behaviour
List-ID <biology-all.maillist.ox.ac.uk>
Dear all,
Unfortunately, the defacing of the Pride flags and EDI noticeboards continues. Defacing LGBTQ+ symbols is
avery clearly a hateful behaviour. It is also upsetting and something i find utterly unacceptable and
objectionable. | strive to make Biology a place in which all members are valued, listened to and empowered to
participate fully in the life of the department and to foster freedom of speech within the law.
We have agreed a new policy on notice board management (see the intranet), and I have asked Jorgelina
Marino, EDI Lead, to look into what this will mean for EDI communications. | am hoping to share more
information in the upcoming days.
I am determined to stop unacceptable behaviour. | will continue to respond to events until the culprit is caught
or the behawviour stops.
With best wishes, .
Tire 18-06-2024 | Signed by one of the two
HODs (TC)
24-06-2024 | Miscellaneous notice
board (top corner).
TOTD #35
26-06-2024 | Miscellaneous notice
board (top corner).
TOTD #36

23




Date Comment

Image

THOUGHT OF THE DAY

You know, the very powerful and the very sfupid
have one thing in common: they don't alter their
views to fit the facts; they alter the facts to fit their

¢ i ; Tom Baker

EVERYDAY

's Think  Act « Be safe

03-07-2024 | Miscellaneous notice
board (top corner).
TOTD #37

24



Date Comment

 THOUGHT OF THE DAY

The apple cannot be stuck back on
the Tree of Knowledge; once we
begin to see, we are doomed and
challenged to seek the strength to
see more, not /ess.

Arthur Miller

08-07-2024 | Miscellaneous notice
board (top corner).
TOTD #38

09-07-2024 | 2nd Progress flag (cir-
cle). TOTD #39

25



There are only two sexes
Anne Glover

DBE FRS FRSE FRSGS FASM \

Date Comment
15-07-2024 | EDI cabinet (gender
unicorn).
17-07-2024 | Miscellaneous notice
board (bottom corner).
TOTD #40
24-07-2024 | EDI cabinet (gender

unicorn).

26




Image

Date

Comment

18-08-2024

EDI cabinet (gender
unicorn).

03-09-2024

2nd Progress flag (up-
per white stripe).

27




Image

Date

Comment

05-09-2024

2nd Progress flag (up-
per white stripe). TOTD
#41

13-09-2024

Miscellaneous  notice
board (central gap).
TOTD #42

28




Fences split up the territory that a hog has to
forage in so having a little hole in your fence could well
enable it to move in and out of your garden.

Steve Backshall

-
~ There are many people in Western f:racies today who
will not speak loudly about issues they’?gre about bgqause
they are afraid of what | will call, ‘social censure’ — VI({I(:‘)US
retaliation, not from the government, but from other citizens

~ Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, 2022

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Zig;zsi ns;;gl ,I;Ip {he territory that hedgehog has to

i aving a little hole in your fen
enable it to move jn and out of yo:.}l/r g.axrdez.e iy

Steve Backshall

Date

Comment

18-09-2024

Miscellaneous  notice
board (central gap).
The lower quote was
removed within 24hrs,
the upper was permitted
at this time. TOTD #43

19-09-2024

Miscellaneous  notice
board (central gap).
Both were removed.
TOTD #44

29




Image

Date Comment

THOUGHT OF THE DAY

f peg
Ople can't 1y
has h{?a‘rm;:;:.:::””; r"k""wy about anything that
things peg... 2LOL el identity ihe Athe
fhr'nfj};,- ”);i?my equal, the pest pf(-;f: ,-,.’:'(;’,M,fff;ﬁ,;
= PO your idenyy ,qﬁ!),),,;mf; ALK 2L
] (55 =3

e e ——————

flag (upper

Progress
TOTD

white section).
#45

29-09-2024

THOUGHT OF THE DAY

I]f people did not sometimes do
silly things, nothing intelligent
would ever get done.

Ludwig Wittgenstein

B0 you haue . HOUGHTOFTHE DAY
Sirass ia‘;re any opinions that you would be reluctant to
M front of a group of your peers?

If th : _
mate,?;?::/e IS no, you might want to stop and think about
o b.eliev "ything you believe is something you're supposed
€. could that possibly be a coincidence? Odds are

iti 3
'snt. Odds are you Just think whatever you're told.
Paul Graham

Miscellaneous notice

board (upper corner).
TOTD #46

02-10-2024

Miscellaneous  notice
board (upper corner).
TOTD #47

03-10-2024

30



Date

Comment

PROGRESS FLAG

The Progress flag was introd d in 2018, to be
more inclusive of how people of colour and trans
people are still marginalised within the LGBTQ+
Community, and to celebrate the progress that has
been made whilst pointing towards the work that is
yet to be done.

There are some ideas SO absurd that only an
intellectual could believe them.
George Orwell

06-10-2024

EDI cabinet (below
Progress flag legend)

31




Image

Date

Comment

11-10-2024

EDI cabinet (Pronoun

badge
TOTD #48

information).

32




Date Comment

Image

21-10-2024 | EDI cabinet (gender
unicorn)

How about if | sleep a little bit longer and forget all this nonsense. .
Franz Kafka

S —————————

03-11-2024 | Reception (Trans flag)

33



Facts do not cease to exist

pecause they are ig

The reality is that we have no good
evidence on the long-term outcomes of
interventions to manage gender-related
distress. ]

Dr Hilary Cass, 2024

Design by Landyn Pan and Anna Moore

Date Comment
05-11-2024 | Reception (Non-binary
flag)
07-11-2024 | EDI cabinet (gender

unicorn)

34




How about if I slee
~ forget all this nons

ense.

Image

P a little bit longer and

Franz Kafka

Date

Comment

07-11-2024

Reception (Trans flag)

35




Image

THOUGHT OF THE DAY
| Every generation laughs
at the old fashions,

 butfollows religiously
_ the new.

Henry David Thoreau

Date

Comment

07-11-2024

Reception (Asexual (?)
flag). TOTD #49

LYRIC OF THE DAY

There must be some kind of way outta here
Said the joker to the thief

There's too much confusion
I can't get no relief

Bob Dylan
(All Along the Watchtower: 1 967)

13-11-2024

EDI cabinet (upper cor-
ner)

36




Image

@ Biology Communications Team

To biology-all@maillist.ox.ac.uk, + 1

Dear all

We are excited to invite everyone interested in promoting
LGBTQ+ inclusivity in our department, to an informal

conversation on 5" December at 1pm in the Seminar
Room in Mansfield Road.

This meeting is an opportunity to connect, share ideas,
and plan meaningful activities that address the needs and
interests of our LGBTQ+ community. Additionally, we will
also discuss the ongoing issue with the defacing of pride
flags at our Department.

To make the session relaxed and enjoyable, refreshments

will be provided. Please let us know you if you intend to
attend and include your dietary requirements by emailing

Looking forward to our conversation,

THOUGH | OF THE DAY

Science can flourish only in an
atmosphere of free speech

Albert Einstein

Date

Comment

15-11-2024

21-11-2024

Miscellaneous notice
board (upper corner).
TOTD #50

37




T OF
THOUGHT OF S

4 ny exerci tor
Of all tyrannies, & tyran ive... those wh
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"~ do so with the approval of th - C.S.lewis

Date

Comment

25-11-2024 | Miscellaneous notice
board (upper corner).
TOTD #51

27-11-2024 | EDI cabinet (Ally infor-

mation). TOTD #52

38




Image

TS and grey-As.

PIRI@IGIRIEISISTEISAIG

The Progress flag was introduced in 2018, to be
more inclusive of how people of colour and trans
people are still marginalised within the LGBTQ+
Community, and to celebrate the progress that has
been made whilst pointing towards the work that is

yet to be done.

~
THOUGHT OF THE DAY

There are two ways to be fooled. One is tq believe
what isn't true; the other is to refuse to believe what

s true. :
i Soren Kierkegaard

Date

Comment

01-12-2024

EDI cabinet
progress flag).

#53

(below
TOTD

39



Image

Date

Comment

10-12-2024

2nd Progress flag (up-
per white stripe). TOTD
#54

40




Date

Comment

e Y

In & world full of ordina
gt of them lose their inner selves,
Pl unicorn has kept her inner

seif magically aljve.
Debasish Mrigha

Reception (non-binary

19-12-2024
flag).

41



Image Date Comment

No matter how far you travel, you can never get away from yourself.
Haruki Murakami

15

19-12-2024 | Reception (trans flag).

42
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Date

Comment

12-01-2025

EDI board (Ally infor-
mation). TOTD #55

43




Date

Comment

THOUGHT QF THE DAY
when you change the way you logk at
things, the things you ook at change.

Max Planck

16-01-2025

Progress flag (center).
TOTD #56

44




If you tell the truth,
remember anything

Mark Twain

Date

Comment

23-01-2025

EDI cabinet (Pronoun

badge
TOTD #57

information).

45




Image

Some subjects are S0 serious that
one can only joke about them.

Niels Bohr

Date Comment
26-01-2025 | 2nd Progress flag (cir-
cle). TOTD #58
26-01-2025 | Reception (Trans flag)

46




Image

Date Comment
02-02-2025 | Progress flag (upper
white section). Also
2nd progress flag (white
section). TOTD #59
06-02-2025 | Progress flag (upper

white section). TOTD
#60

47




Image

What really matters is what you do with what you have

Date

Comment

H. G. Wells

06-02-2025

Reception (Trans flag)

48




The unicorn is noble and a symbol of
purity, grace and love

Lady Gaga

Date

Comment

06-02-2025

Reception (Non-binary
flag)

49




p alittle pit longer and

How about if | slee
forget

is nonsense:
all thi i Kafk

THOUGHT OF THE DAY

Those who know do not speak.
Those who speak do not know.
Lao Tsu

Date Comment
10-02-2025 | Reception (trans flag)
11-02-2025 | Reception (trans flag).

TOTD #61

50
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LYRIC O THE DAY

In the dime stores and bus stations,
People talk of situations,

Read books, repeat quotations,
Draw conclusions on the wall.
Bob Dylan
(Love Minus Zero; 1965)

Date

Comment

23-02-2025

Miscellaneous  notice
board (upper corner)

WIoreE ¥

From Biology EDI committee <edi.committee@biology.ox.ac.uk> &

To biology-all@maillist.ox.ac.uk <biology-all@maillist.ox.ac.uk> &12/08/2025, 15:07
Subject EDI Committee update on the defacing of LGBTQ+ flags.

Dear all,

The Biology Department has completed its investigation into the defacing of
LGBTQ+ flags. There have been no further incidents since February 2025, and
the Department is confident that the steps taken have brought this activity to an
end.

We understand that these events have caused concern or distress. The EDI
Committee and the Department remain committed to supporting any member of
our community who has been affected.

Feel free to contact the EDI Co-Leads, Jorgelina Marino and Lucy Radford,
at edi.committee@biology.ox.ac.uk.

With best wishes,

Jorgelina and Lucy.

21-04-2023
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Date

Comment

THOUGHT OF THE DAY
The rea/ trouble js that
attribute to ourselves g,
feels benevolent jf no
moment. Thys 4 man

other vices by a conviction that ‘his hear;

kindness' js o quality fatally easy to
n quite Inadequate grounds. E veryone
thing happens to be annoying him at the
€asily comes to console himself for all his
t'S in the right place*

hurt a fly," though jn fact he has never made

[ a fellow Creature. We think we are king

- 1tis not so €asy, on the Same

grounds, to 'magine opese/f temperale, Chaste, o humble,

C.S. Lewis

25-10-2025

Hot desk bunting in the
LaMB. TOTD #62
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PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT
Hedgehogs need Somewhere to hibernate through the winter,
but also a place that they can lie out at during the day. So have
a few places around your garden that are a bit wild, maybe a
log pile, potentially even a hedgehog home, all of which are
going to be prime real estate for one of these little guys.

Steve Backshall

Date

Comment

2-11-2025

Hot desk bunting in the
LaMB
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i

THOUGHT OF THE DAY
asks a question is a fool
who does not ask

The man who
for a minute, the man

is a fool for life.
Confucius

Date

Comment

2-11-2025

Hot desk bunting in the
LaMB. TOTD #63
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Date

Comment

10-12-2025

Poster promoting Queer
Biology talk.

55




Image
) Date Comment
THOUGHT OF THE DAY
Censorship reflects a society's lack of
confidence in itself. Rty SR
1-12-2025 | Hot desk bunting in the

LaMB. TOTD #64
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THOUGHT OF THE DAY
A man is a sperm's way of

producing another sperm
Philip K. Dick

Date

Comment

18-1-2026

Empty poster frame in a
“town centre” within the
LaMB. TOTD #65
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Date

Comment

18-1-2026

Hot desk bunting in the
LaMB. TOTD #66
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Image

Date

Comment

the red headed hedgehog e
@hedgehognothog

Dear Oxford Biology,

These quotes from the singers Raoisin Murphy and Chrissie Hynde, two of
the greats in my book, will be the final contributions to the EDI material
on display in the Biology Department at the University of Oxford. The
first contribution was a quote from Richard Dawkins, “There are two
sexes and that is all there is to it”, placed beneath the Gender Unicorn
poster on April 21st, 2023 (see banner picture). Since then, over 60
“Thoughts” and numerous other comments have appeared on the EDI/
identity flag display board, the progress flags, and various other notice
boards.

These were intended as optional prompts to encourage reflection on the
materials being displayed. Each one inspired me and in sum they
featured a wide range of interesting figures from the past and present,
including scientists, writers, and musicians. Some of them were
challenging, yet none of them were hateful.

In the past two years, each of them has been removed on discovery.
They have been critiqued in department communications, but their
contents have never been shared. This has limited their potential to raise
interesting discussions.

The final Thought from Rdisin Murphy offers a perspective on the idea
that people can change sex and its potential real-world implications.
She critiques the belief itself, not those who hold it. The final Lyric from
Chrissie Hynde conveys a sense of constraint, “force us to live like we
do”, yet the tune is upbeat and | find it hopeful.

The department has an illustrious history and a promising future. As a
science institution, it would do well to keep in mind these words from
Albert Einstein (Thought of the day #51): “Science can only flourish in an
atmosphere of free speech™

18-1-2026

Posted on X alongside
the picture above
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